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KEY TERMINOLOGY 

Constraints Specific areas that should be avoided to the extent reasonably 
practical during the route development and site selection process. 

Diversion A minor adjustment to the existing route where no other alternative 
is considered. 

Encroachment Any structure or activity within an existing right-of-way that could 
interfere with the safe, reliable operation of transmission facilities is 
called an encroachment and is prohibited under the terms of a right-
of-way. 

Endpoints The Project starting and ending point(s) (“Project Endpoints”), which 
may include substations, switch stations, tap points, or other 
locations defined by the Company’s planners and engineers. 

Environmental Justice The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of every person, 
regardless of race, color, national origin, income, faith, or disability, 
regarding the development, implementation, or enforcement of any 
environmental law, regulation, or policy. 

Focus Area Areas along an existing transmission line route where rebuilding may 
not be feasible due to the presence of constraints and alternative 
route analysis is necessary. 

Land Use Describes the human use of the land and activities at a given location 
such as agricultural, residential, industrial, mining, commercial, and 
recreational uses. It differs from land cover which only describes the 
physical characteristics. 

Opportunity Feature(s) Areas or existing linear features along which the transmission line 
may have less disruption to area land uses and the natural and 
cultural environment. 

Project The proposed transmission facilities studied in the siting report. 

Proposed Route The alignment on which the Siting Team proposes to construct a 
transmission line. The Proposed Route (1) reasonably minimizes 
adverse impacts on area land uses and the natural and cultural 
environment; (2) minimizes special design requirements and 
unreasonable costs; and (3) can be constructed and operated in a 
safe, timely, and reliable manner.  

Rebuild Route  Rebuilding within or near the existing transmission line right-of-way. 

Siting Team A multidisciplinary team of experts, in transmission line routing, 
environmental impact assessment, impact mitigation, engineering, 
construction management, etc., that works together to develop the 
Project’s transmission line routes.  
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Study Area The territory in which line route alternatives can be sited to feasibly 
meet the Project’s functional requirements and, at the same time, 
minimize environmental impacts and Project costs. 

Study Segments Study Segments are off-centerline route alignments. 

Substation  Substations are facilities that transform bulk electric voltage down to 
distribution levels and/or provide protection and controls for the 
transmission electric grid. Typical equipment includes switches, 
circuit breakers, buses, and transformers. 

Transmission Line An electric line that operates at 69-kilovolts and/or above and has the 
purpose of moving power from a generation facility to a substation or 
between substations. 
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ACRONYMS 

ACS American Community Survey 

AEP American Electric Power 

BMPs Best Management Practices 

CBG Census Block Group 

CPCN Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 

CWA Clean Water Act 

EJ Environmental Justice 

EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

ERM Environmental Resources Management 

ESRI Environmental Systems Research Institute 

FCV Forest Conservation Value 

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 

GIS Geographic Information System 

IPaC Information for Planning and Consultation 

JPA Joint Permit Application 

kV Kilovolt 

KOPs Key Observation Points 

LULC Land Use Land Cover 

NAIP National Agriculture Imagery Program 

NHD National Hydrography Dataset 

NHP National Heritage Program 

NHR National Heritage Resources 

NRHP National Register of Historic Places 

NWI National Wetlands Inventory 

PEM Palustrine Emergent Wetlands 

PFO Palustrine Forested Wetlands 

PSS Palustrine Scrub-Shrub Wetlands 

ROW Right-of-way 

SCC State Corporation Commission 
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T&E Threatened and Endangered (species) 

TOYRs Time-of-year restrictions 

USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers 

USCB United States Census Bureau 

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

VaFWIS Fish and Wildlife Information Service 

VCRIS Virginia Cultural Resources Information System 

VDCR Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation 

VDEQ Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 

VDH Virginia Department of Health 

VDHR Virginia Department of Historic Resources 

VDOF Virginia Department of Forestry 

VDOT Virginia Department of Transportation 

VDWR Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources 

VEJA Virginia Environmental Justice Act 

VMRC Virginia Marine Resources Commission 

VOF Virginia Outdoors Foundation 

WERMS Wildlife Environmental Review Map Service 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

American Electric Power (“AEP”) and its affiliated operating company, Appalachian Power 

Company (“Appalachian Power” or “Company”), are proposing to rebuild a section of the existing 

Big Island – Reusens 69-kilovolt (“kV”) Transmission Line between the existing Abert and Reusens 

Substations in Amherst and Bedford Counties and the City of Lynchburg, Virginia. The Abert – 

Reusens Transmission Improvements Project (the “Project”) involves rebuilding the existing 

single-circuit transmission line with a higher-capacity 69-kV conductor to improve system 

performance and ensure compliance. To accommodate the future upgrades, the existing Abert 

Substation will be upgraded on Company-owned property. The Project is necessary to comply 

with electric reliability standards and to maintain reliable service in the Company’s Abert Load 

Area. 

The Company’s existing Big Island – Reusens 69-kV Transmission Line was originally constructed 

in the 1960s with mostly wood H-frame and three-pole structures. The Project will be rebuilt 

using galvanized steel H-frame, three-pole, and monopole structures. The proposed structure 

heights are anticipated to range from 65 to 86 feet and will be approximately 20 feet taller than 

the existing structures.  

The Company will seek a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) from the 

Virginia State Corporation Commission (“SCC”) to rebuild the existing 69-kV transmission line 

mostly within the existing 100-foot-wide right-of-way (“ROW”). Final line routes and structure 

locations will be determined during final engineering and after additional studies are completed, 

including, but not limited to, ground surveys, geotechnical and environmental studies, and 

additional interviews with landowners are completed. If approved, the Company will complete 

the preliminary engineering and work with the affected landowners to update existing 

easements, as necessary. With the above input, the Company will finalize the proposed structure 

locations and ROW width within the SCC-approved filing corridor. The Company will also 

coordinate with the necessary federal, state, and local agencies during the permitting and 

construction phases of the Project to adhere to all required permits needed.  

Based on its preliminary engineering analysis to date, the Company believes that the Proposed 

Route is the most suitable centerline for the Project. An approximately 100-foot-wide ROW will 

generally be sited within an approximately 200- to 300-foot-wide SCC filing corridor. However, 

the Company needs the flexibility to shift the centerline less than 50 feet in either direction in 

two locations where the Proposed Route deviates slightly from the existing centerline and 50 feet 

in either direction in one location where the Proposed Route is generally parallel to the existing 

transmission line on new ROW. 
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The Company initiated the routing process for the Project in late 2024 with a site review of the 

existing ROW in January 2025. The Company introduced the Project to local officials from 

Amherst and Bedford Counties and the City of Lynchburg in July 2025 and requested feedback. 

The Project was announced to the public and an in-person open house was held in August 2025. 

Pending issuance of all required federal, state, and/or local permits, construction is expected to 

begin in 2028 and take approximately one year. The proposed in-service date for the Project is 

June 1, 2029. See the Outreach Fact Sheet (Attachment A). 

This Rebuild Siting Study for the Project ( “Siting Study”) describes the route development process 

for the Project and the rationale for the selection of a proposed route. 

2.0 ROUTE DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW 

The route development process begins by assembling a multidisciplinary team with a wide range 

of experiences. Team member expertise includes (but is not always limited to): transmission line 

routing, impact assessment for a wide variety of natural resources and the human environment, 

impact mitigation, engineering, construction management, project management, and public 

relations (the Siting Team). The Siting Team includes Company employees and its consultants. 

The Siting Team works together to develop rebuild requirements, siting criteria, identify siting 

constraints and opportunities, collect and analyze environmental and design data, solicit public 

input and concerns, consult with natural resource and permitting agencies, develop and revise 

the route alternatives, if necessary, and analyze and report on the selection of a proposed Rebuild 

Route. 

The route development process is inherently iterative with frequent modifications made 

throughout the process as a result of the identification of new constraints; input from agencies, 

landowners, and other stakeholders; periodic re-assessment of the transmission line to be rebuilt 

with respect to the siting criteria; and adjustments to the overall route network. As a result of 

the evolving nature of the route development process, the Siting Team uses specific vocabulary 

to describe the routes at different stages of development. A rebuild project can be more 

straightforward but generally follows the same process. 

The Company’s electrical planners started the route development process by defining the Project 

Endpoints along the Big Island – Reusens 69-kV Transmission Line. These were identified as the 

Company's Abert and Reusens substations. 

Next, the Siting Team defined the Study Area for the rebuild project, which encompasses the 

Project Endpoints and includes the section of the 69-kV line between the Abert and Reusens 

Substations with a 1.0-mile buffer on each side of the existing centerline (Attachment B, Map 1). 

The Study Area consists primarily of forested, developed (residential areas), and open lands 
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around Monacan Park Road and Burgess Road (Amherst County), Fox Hill Road (Bedford County), 

and Old Trents Ferry Road (City of Lynchburg) and the James River. 

Data Collection (see Attachments C and D) and Constraints and Opportunities mapping (see 

Attachment B) were then completed for the Study Area. Readily available public data sources 

were used initially and supplemented with stakeholder input, non-public data, and field 

inspections. The primary opportunity for the Project was identified as rebuilding the Project 

within or near the existing ROW, which has been in place since 1970. The primary constraints in 

the study area include residences, gas pipelines, historic resources, recreational resources, 

streams, and rivers. 

Route development for a rebuild project starts with a review of the existing ROW. The Siting 

Team identified three Focus Areas where constraints were present along the existing ROW.  

These included: Salt Creek, Fox Hill Road, and Judith Creek Focus Areas (see Attachment B, Maps 

2 to 4). Within the Study Area, the Siting Team reviewed Rebuild Segments, which are segments 

on the existing centerline, and Study Segments, which are segments largely near the existing 

ROW to avoid constraints in the Focus Areas (see Section 3.0). 

The Project team solicited input from the general public and landowners crossed by the 

rebuild/study segments to determine any refinements of the Study Segments (see Section 4.0). 

Next, a review of a Rebuild Route (see Section 5.0) was completed to determine potential 

impacts associated with rebuilding in or near the existing ROW. Lastly, based on analysis and 

stakeholder input, the Siting Team identified a Proposed Route and the justification for the 

Project’s Proposed Route selection are summarized in Section 6.0. 

3.0 STUDY SEGMENTS 

Study Segments are partial off-centerline alignments connecting the Project Endpoints within the 

Study Area. The Study Segments are developed to meet the need of the Project and minimize 

environmental, socioeconomic, and cost impacts. Within the three Focus Areas, the Siting Team 

identified three Study Segments that diverted from the existing centerline (see Attachment B, 

Maps 2 – 4). 

Using the existing ROW generally minimize impacts on the natural and human environments and 

is consistent with § 56-46.1 and § 56-259 of the Code of Virginia (“Code”), which suggest that 

existing ROWs should be given priority when siting new transmission facilities, and which 

promotes use of existing ROWs for transmission facilities. In assessing the suitability of using the 

existing ROW of the section of the Big Island – Reusens 69-kV Transmission Line for this Project, 

the Company reviewed and determined the following: 
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• Company planners indicated that rebuilding within the existing ROW is feasible in regard 

to outage durations. 

• Company ROW agents reviewed the existing ROW easements and determined that they 

generally allow for rebuilding and upgrading the existing 69-kV transmission line. 

• The Siting Team completed a desktop review and field reconnaissance of the existing 

ROW and concluded that rebuilding portions of the 69-kV transmission line within the 

existing ROW is reasonable, except in three locations due to the presence of constraints. 

• The Siting Team met with local officials and stakeholders who supported rebuilding the 

69-kV transmission line in or near the existing ROW. 

Along the existing transmission line to be rebuilt, the Siting Team identified three Study Segments 

as shown in Attachment B, Maps 2 – 4. 

Near the Abert Substation, the Siting Team identified the Salt Creek Focus Area where the 

existing ROW runs parallel to a Colonial Gas pipeline (Attachment B, Map 2). The Siting Team 

evaluated Study Segment 1, which is located south and parallel to the existing ROW. Study 

Segment 1 diverts south from the existing centerline to minimize construction challenges in 

rebuilding the transmission line adjacent to the pipeline. Study Segment 1 parallels the existing 

ROW for about one mile. A northern diversion is less practical due to the location of the pipeline 

and it would require two new pipeline crossings within a short distance. 

South of the James River, the Siting Team identified the Fox Hill Road Focus Area (Attachment B, 

Map 3). The Siting Team evaluated Study Segment 2, which is an off-centerline segment to 

minimize impacts to an architectural resource, the Bowling Eldridge House (see Section 5.4) 

located off Fox Hill Road in Bedford County. Study Segment 2 diverts east and parallels the north 

side of the existing ROW for about 0.2 mile across Fox Hill Road. While Study Segment 2 and the 

existing ROW both cross the Bowling Eldridge House property, Study Segment 2 reduces the 

number of rebuilt structures on the property and minimizes constructability challenges 

associated with the current pole locations. A western diversion is limited due to impacts on a 

nearby  a residence and the Bowling Eldridge House. 

At Judith Creek, the Siting Team considered rebuilding the transmission line within or near the 

existing ROW in the Judith Creek Focus Area to minimize constructability constraints 

(Attachment B, Map 4). The Siting Team evaluated Study Segment 3, which diverts to the north 

side and then the south side of the existing centerline (less than 50 feet) but avoids a new crossing 

of Judith Creek. A south then north side diversion is limited given the proximity to Judith Creek 

and this option would result in multiple new crossings of the creek. 
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4.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Following the development of the Study Segments discussed in Section 3.0, the Company invited 

the public to provide comments and feedback on the Project. 

4.1 Project Announcement 

The Project was publicly announced with a news release and launch of a Project-specific website 

on July 28, 2025. 

Landowners within a 1,000-foot corridor (500 feet on either side of the Project centerline, 

including the three Study Segments) were notified of the Project and upcoming open house. 

Landowner addresses were obtained from Amherst and Bedford Counties and the City of 

Lynchburg. Notifications included the following activities: 

• The Company distributed a news release on July 28, 2025, to announce the Project and 

upcoming open house. 

• Two separate mailings were sent to 125 landowner addresses. A packet was sent on July 

24, 2025, which included a letter announcing the Project and open house, Project fact 

sheet, Project maps, and a comment card with a prepaid postage return envelope. A 

postcard was sent on July 28, 2025, to announce the Project and open house to 

landowners. 

• Phone calls and emails were used to contact 214 landowners to announce the Project and 

open house. Landowners received an email on August 5, 2025, and phone calls on August 

5 and 11, 2025. 

4.2 Public Meetings 

The Company hosted one in-person public open house to gather landowner and community 

feedback. The open house was held on August 12, 2025 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Lynchburg 

Regional Business Alliance, 300 Lucado Place in the City of Lynchburg. The Company presented 

the initial Study Segments for the Project (see Section 3.0) at the open house. Various stations 

were set up at the open house that provided information related to engineering and design of 

structures, Project need, ROW, and construction. 

Aerial and topographical map books were provided at the open house for the public to review 

and were used to record written comments regarding sensitive resources in their local 

community. Members of the Siting Team greeted meeting attendees, answered questions about 

the Project, and aided attendees in locating their property or other notable features on aerial 

maps showing the existing infrastructure and initial Study Segments. Open house attendees were 
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encouraged to document the location of their houses, buildings, places of business, or other 

sensitive resources on the printed maps. After the open house, handwritten comments on the 

maps were digitized and entered into the Project GIS database. 

Comment cards were distributed to all meeting attendees. Attendees were encouraged to fill out 

the card completely and provide current contact information. The Siting Team digitized all 

comments into the Project GIS database as a record of meeting attendance and public comments. 

A total of 22 people attended the open house. 

The Project website (www.AppalachianPower.com/AbertReusens) includes updates and news 

releases, an interactive map, fact sheet, and Project timeline. A virtual open house was posted 

to the Project website where landowners could engage with similar content to that of the in-

person public open house. Information related to the Project need, engineering and design of 

the transmission line, and ROW and construction activities was presented in audio and visual 

formats. In addition to the comment cards collected at the open house, questions and comments 

were also accepted through the website. 

4.3 Landowner Engagement 

The Company received 18 landowner comments mostly related to future construction and access 

of the transmission line to be rebuilt. The comment cards, emails, and phone call responses 

returned to the Company were entered into the Project GIS database and generally related to 

how the rebuilt transmission line would differ from the existing line and general Project 

information. Landowners also asked questions regarding future construction and preference to 

utilize existing access roads where possible. 

The Company’s ROW agents met with landowners in the Project area and those impacted by the 

Study Segments in fall 2025 and winter 2026. Feedback from these meetings included access and 

construction considerations for new ROW locations, as well as the placement of proposed 

structures to help minimize impacts on viewsheds, construction activities, and future access 

needs. The Company will continue to inform and coordinate with landowners and stakeholders 

throughout the duration of the Project. 

5.0 ROUTE REVIEW 

The Siting Team reviewed each Study Segment while considering the Project’s constraints, 

opportunities, and the feedback received from the public and affected landowners. 

Given the extensive use of existing ROW on the Project, there are no economically or 

environmentally viable alternative routes. Abandoning the existing ROW for a new greenfield 

route is neither practical nor necessary. Furthermore, using the existing ROW for the Project is 
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consistent with public preferences and general siting guidelines for paralleling or utilizing existing 

ROWs for new transmission facilities where feasible. Accordingly, Study Segment development 

and subsequent alternative route development was deemed unnecessary. 

In assessing the suitability of using the existing Big Island – Reusens 69-kV Line ROW (the “Rebuild 

Segment”), the Company conducted the following activities: 

• Company planners determined that an extended outage to rebuild the existing within or 

near the existing ROW is feasible. Furthermore, telecom and distribution line are not co-

located on the existing line. 

• Company engineers undertook desktop and field examinations and concluded that 

construction of the proposed Big Island – Reusens 69-kV Line generally on the existing 

ROW is reasonable and direct between the Project Endpoints. 

• Company ROW agents reviewed the existing ROW easements and determined that they 

generally permit line rebuilds and upgrades. Supplemental easements, however, will be 

needed to construct new steel poles. 

• Environmental Resources Management (“ERM”) was retained to evaluate the 

environmental impacts of the Project and coordinate with the appropriate environmental 

agencies. They concluded that using the existing ROW minimizes impacts on the human, 

visual, and natural environments. Furthermore, new routes would result in more impacts, 

given that new ROW and associated access roads would be needed. 

• Meetings with local officials were conducted in July 2025. Additionally, a public open 

house was held in August 2025 and landowners were contacted to provide input on the 

Project. 

• In a letter dated July 31, 2025, the Siting Team solicited input from 42 federal, state, and 

local agencies and/or officials regarding the Project. Responses to the Project were 

received from 11 representatives of various agencies and are included in Attachment D. 

The Study Segments were refined and combined into the Rebuild Route (Attachment B, Map 5). 

After a review of outage planning and open house feedback, the Siting Team carried forward 

Study Segments 1 – 3 with slight modifications to the centerline to utilize more of the existing 

ROW while minimizing impacts on a pipeline, historic property, and a stream (Judith Creek). 

As discussed earlier, abandoning the existing ROW for a new greenfield route is neither practical 

nor necessary; therefore, alternative routes were not developed. The following describes 

potential impacts associated with rebuilding within or near the existing ROW (the “Rebuild 

Route”). Table 1 provides the evaluation criteria assessment of the Rebuild Route. 
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Table 1. Project Evaluation Criteria 

Criteria Unit Quantity 

General 

Length miles 4.4 

Length rebuilt in existing ROW miles 3.9 

Length rebuilt in new ROW  miles 0.5 

Acreage of existing ROW acres 45.6 

Acreage of new ROW acres 7.2 

Amherst County miles 3.1 

Bedford County miles 0.8 

City of Lynchburg miles 0.5 

Natural Environment 

Section 10 river crossing count 1 

Total streams crossed (NHD) count 5 

PFO in the ROW (NWI) acres NA 

PEM in the ROW (NWI) acres 1.6 

PSS wetlands in the ROW (NWI) acres NA 

Waterbody (lakes, rivers, etc.) crossings1 count 5 

Prime and unique farmland soil in the ROW2 acres 3.4 

Farmland of statewide importance in the ROW3 acres 22.8 

Forest Conservation Value crossed by ROW (total) acres 44.4 

 Average (1) acres 21.4 

 Moderate (2) acres 8.6 

 High (3) acres 11.3 

 Very High (4) acres 3.0 

 Outstanding (5) acres NA 

VDCR Conservation Sites crossed in the ROW acres NA 

VDCR Stream Conservation Sites crossed in the ROW acres NA 

Predicted Suitable Habitat acres NA 

Ecological Cores in the ROW (C5 ranking) count 3 

Ecological Cores in the ROW (C5 ranking) acres 1.0 

Designated natural areas within 250 feet of the ROW count 0 

Eagle nests within 660 feet of the ROW count 0 

Human Environment 

Number of parcels3 crossed by ROW count 54 

Unique landowners4 within ROW count 44 

Public land (federal/state/local) crossed by ROW acres 0 

Barns, outbuildings, sheds, garages and silos in the ROW (excludes 
abandoned features) 

count 2 

Residences within ROW count 0 

Residences within 100 feet of centerline count 2 

Residences within 250 feet of centerline count 7 

Residences within 500 feet of centerline count 34 

Businesses/commercial buildings within 500 feet of the centerline count 0 

Pasture/rangeland crossed in ROW (based on Chesapeake Bay LULC) acres 0 

Cropland crossed in ROW (based on Chesapeake Bay LULC) acres 0 

Conservation easements crossed by ROW acres 0 

Schools within 1,000 feet of centerline count 0 
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Table 1. Project Evaluation Criteria 

Criteria Unit Quantity 

Designated places of worship within 1,000 feet of centerline count 0 

Cemeteries within ROW count 0 

Cemeteries within 250 feet of centerline count 0 

Hospitals and assisted living facilities within 250 feet of centerline count 0 

Parks and recreation areas within 500 feet of centerline count 0 

Scenic byways crossed count 0 

Cultural Resources 

National Historic Landmarks within 1.5 miles of the centerline count NA 

NRHP-listed architectural resources within 1.0 mile of the centerline count 3 

NRHP-listed Historic Districts within one mile of the centerline count NA 

NRHP-eligible architectural resources within 0.5 mile of the centerline count 2 

NRHP-listed architectural resources crossed by the ROW count 1 

Locally significant resources crossed by the ROW count 2 

Archaeological sites within ROW count 0 

Constructability 

Interstate highways crossed count 0 

U.S. highways crossed count 0 

State highways crossed count 0 

Local roads and streets crossed count 9 

Railroads crossed count 1 

Airports within 10 nautical miles of the centerline count 4 

Oil and gas pipelines crossed count 0 

Communication towers, AM or FM radio towers within 1,000 feet of the 
centerline 

count 0 

Existing Transmission Lines Crossed count 0 

Steep slopes crossed by ROW (>20%), percent of total length miles 2.4 

Heavy angles, greater than 30 degrees count 4 
NA = Not applicable due to the absence of a resource. 
LULC = Land Use Land Cover; NHD = National Hydrography Dataset; NRHP = National Register of Historic Places; NWI = National 
Wetlands Inventory; PEM = Palustrine Emergent Wetlands; PFO = Palustrine Forested Wetlands; PSS = Palustrine Scrub-Shrum 
Wetlands; ROW = Right-of-Way 
1 The James River is a designated USACE Section 10 navigable waterway. 
2 Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producing crops. 

3 Soils that do not meet the prime farmland category but are still recognized for their productivity by states may qualify as soils 
of statewide importance. 

4 The number of parcels crossed refers to the number of induvial plots of owned land recorded by Amherst or Bedford Counties, 
or the City of Lynchburg. 
5 The number of landowners within the ROW represents the number of individual landowners, who each may own one or more 
parcels, including the Company.
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5.1 Natural Environment 

The natural environment includes water, soil, sensitive species, and wildlife habitat. Potential 

impacts are based on publicly available maps and data as well as coordination with federal, state, 

and local agencies. Natural resources within the Study Area are shown in Attachment B, Map 6. 

Overall, the Rebuild Route will minimize potential impacts on the natural environment by 

rebuilding within or near the existing ROW. The responses received from the United States Army 

Corps of Engineers (“USACE”), United States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”), Virginia 

Department of Wildlife Resources (“VDWR”), Virginia Department of Conservation and 

Recreation’s (“VDCR”), Virginia Marine Resources Commission (“VMRC”), Virginia Outdoors 

Foundation (“VOF”), and Virginia Department of Health (“VDH”) are included in Attachment D. 

Coordination and review with applicable federal and state organizations will be conducted during 

the Project's environmental studies. 

5.1.1 Surface Waters 

The Rebuild Route crosses a total of five National Hydrography Dataset (“NHD”) features: the 

James River, two unnamed tributaries to the James River, Salt Creek, and Judith Creek. The 

Rebuild Route uses the existing ROW to cross the James River and Salt Creek. Near the Abert 

Substation, the Rebuild Route crosses the two unnamed NHD tributaries to the James River in 

new ROW due to constraints with a nearby natural gas pipeline. The Rebuild Route uses mostly 

existing ROW to cross Judith Creek; however, a small amount of new clearing along the stream 

could be necessary. One additional NHD-mapped stream, Johns Creek, flows into the James River 

and parallels the Rebuild Route where it uses the existing ROW, but is not crossed. The Company 

notified the USACE of the Project in a letter dated July 28, 2025, but no response was received 

(see Attachment D). The Project does not anticipate discharges of dredged and/or fill materials 

into waters of the United States; however, any temporary or permanent discharges would be 

subject to the permitting requirements of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 Code Federal 

Regulations 323). 

The Rebuild Route unavoidably crosses the James River, a Section 10 navigable waterway, and 

will require a permit from the USACE. Additionally, the VMRC regulates state waters and permits 

for any encroachments on or over natural rivers and streams with a drainage area greater than 

five square miles. In its letter dated July 28, 2025, the Company notified the VMRC of the Project 

and received a response on August 20, 2025. In its response, the VMRC confirmed the need for a 

Joint Permit Application (“JPA”) for encroachments over State-owned submerged lands (see 

Attachment D). 
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Most wetlands in the Study Area are adjacent to or contiguous with streams and associated 

tributaries that may be regulated by USACE and VDEQ under Sections 404 and 401 of the Clean 

Water Act CWA, respectively. The Rebuild Route crosses approximately 1.9 acres of National 

Wetlands Inventory (“NWI”) wetlands. Less than 0.1 acres of NWI features on the Project consist 

of PUB wetland. The remaining NWI acreage includes riverine polygons associated with the 

waterbodies discussed above. To minimize impacts on wetland areas, the Project has been 

designed to span or avoid wetlands, keeping transmission structures outside of wetland 

boundaries based on the desktop study. 

A response was received from the VDEQ Office of Wetland and Stream Protection's Blue Ridge 

regional office on August 11, 2025, indicating no comments for the Project. The Company will 

implement Best Management Practices (“BMPs”) for erosion and sediment control and to control 

stormwater runoff at all waterbody crossings. Coordination and review with the USACE, VDEQ, 

and VMRC will be conducted during the environmental studies and permitting phase of the 

Project. A summary of results from the desktop stream and wetland delineation for the ROW of 

the Rebuild Route is presented Table 1. 

5.1.2 Natural Heritage Resources 

The Virginia Natural Area Preserves Act of 1989 defines Natural Heritage Resources (“NHR”) as 

habitats of rare, threatened, or endangered plant and animal species; rare or state-significant 

natural communities or geologic sites; and similar features of scientific interest benefiting the 

welfare of the citizens of the Commonwealth (§ 10.1-209 through 217 of the Code). The Project 

team consulted VDCR’s Natural Heritage Program (“NHP”) and requested an environmental 

review to identify NHRs in the Study Area and along the existing transmission line to be rebuilt. 

In January 2026, a review of the NHP indicates that no natural heritage resources, natural 

area preserves, stream conservation sites, conservation sites, or state-listed (“T&E”) plants or 

insect species have been documented in the Study Area and therefore, no further discussion of 

these resource types is provided in this study. However, the VDCR’s review identified ecological 

cores within the Study Area as discussed below. 

Ecological cores are areas comprising at least 100 acres of continuous interior, natural cover 

(e.g., forests or woodlands) that provide habitat for a wide range of species, from interior-

dependent forest species to habitat generalists. In its January 2026 response, VDCR indicated 

that the Study Area contains ecological cores ranked C4 (Moderate) and C5 (General). The 

Rebuild Route crosses three cores, which are all ranked C5, collectively encompassing about one 

acre. While the Project crosses these C5-ranked cores, the crossings occur in areas where the 

Rebuild Route uses the existing ROW and no additional clearing is anticipated. 
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5.1.3 Protected Species 

The section of the transmission line to be rebuilt crosses rolling terrain with forested areas and 

open lands that could be habitat for various species. The USFWS Information for Planning and 

Consultation (“IPaC”) project planning tool, VDWR’s Fish and Wildlife Information Service 

(“VaFWIS”) database, and the Wildlife Environmental Review Map Service (“WERMS”) database 

were used to determine if any T&E wildlife or plant species may occur within the Study Area 

and/or within a 2.0-mile radius of the Study Area. Digital data was obtained from the VDCR’s 

Natural Heritage Data Explorer (“NHDE”) to identify locations within the Study Area that 

potentially support protected species. The databases identified five federal- and/or state-listed 

or proposed T&E species that have potential to occur within the Study Area or within a 2.0-mile 

radius of the Study Area. 

The databases identified the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), yellow lance 

(Elliptio lanceolata), green floater (Lasmigona subviridis), and James spinymussel 

(Parvaspina collina) as species that have confirmed occurrences within the Study Area and/or 

within a 2.0-mile buffer around the Study Area. The IPaC tool identified the monarch butterfly 

(Danaus plexippus) as potentially present within the Study Area, but presence of the species was 

not confirmed. The IPaC report is included in the Company’s VDEQ Supplement. 

While VDWR’s Consultation Tools for the Northern long-eared bat, tricolored bat, and Little 

Brown Bat do not document any occurrences of federal- and/or state-listed bat hibernaculum 

(winter habitat) within a 2.0-mile radius of the Study Area, the VaFWIS and WERMS databases 

confirmed the presence of the tricolored bat in one location approximately 0.4 mile east of the 

Project near the Reusens Substation (where the Rebuild Route uses the existing ROW). Summer 

foraging habitat for T&E bat species is likely present within forested habitats crossed by the 

Project. No impacts to T&E bats are anticipated if trees are cleared during the winter according 

to the VDWR time-of-year restrictions (“TOYRs”). 

Potential habitat for the yellow lance, green floater, and James spinymussel is present within the 

Study Area, and the VaFWIS and WERMS databases confirmed the presence of all three species 

within the Study Area. The Rebuild Route utilizes the existing 100-foot-wide ROW across the 

James River where the species are present and would span the waterbody with no instream 

construction work anticipated. As such, no impacts are anticipated on the yellow lance, green 

floater, or James spinymussel. The Company will employ BMPs before, during, and after 

construction to control erosion and sediment runoff, prevent stream and groundwater flow 

changes, and reduce adverse impacts on aquatic and riparian habitat. Coordination with the 

VDWR and USFWS will be conducted to verify if any species-specific surveys are required. 
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5.2 Human Environment 

The human environment includes the use of the land and activities at a given location such as 

agricultural, forestry, residential, industrial, mining, commercial, institutional, scenic assets, and 

recreational uses. The Big Island – Reusens 69-kV Transmission Line has operated since the 1960s. 

The opportunity to use or parallel existing ROWs minimize conflicts with the existing and 

proposed land uses as compared to a new transmission line ROW in an area where one does not 

currently exist. 

The Rebuild Route is approximately 4.4 miles long and mostly uses the existing ROW to minimize 

impacts on the human environment. The Rebuild Route includes three minor diversions of the 

existing centerline (totaling approximately 1.5 miles) to minimize constructability challenges or 

avoid constraints. Where new ROW is proposed (totaling approximately 7.2 acres), the 

Company’s ROW agents have spoken with and/or met with each landowner crossed by the 

diversions to discuss the Project. In locations where the Project will be rebuilt in new ROW, it is 

anticipated that the unused portion of the existing ROW will be relinquished as part of a 

supplemental agreement with the landowner. 

Coordination and review with applicable federal, state, and local organizations will be conducted 

during the environmental studies and permitting phase of the Project. 

5.2.1 Land Use Planning and Land Cover 

In § 15.2-2223 of the Code, localities are required to adopt a comprehensive plan that provides 

guidance for physical development within its jurisdiction. Comprehensive plans assess existing 

and future land uses, anticipate development trends, and make recommendations for guiding 

the long-term development decisions of a local jurisdiction.  

Most of the Project (approximately 3.1 miles, or about 70% of the total length of the Rebuild 

Route) is located within Amherst County. The Amherst County Comprehensive Plan 2007-2027 

(updated in 2022) does not specifically state electric utilities. The Rebuild Route is within or near 

the existing ROW and crosses residential and forested areas along Salt Creek Road, Burgess Road, 

Monacan Park Road, and Ruth Drive. The Rebuild Route diverts from the existing centerline for 

approximately 0.8 miles, on properties already crossed by the existing ROW, in order to relocate 

transmission structures away from an existing Columbia Gas pipeline. According to the Future 

Land Use Map, the Project lies within areas designated as Agriculture Limited and Low Density 

Residential. Within the Low Density Residential future land use area, the Project lies within a 

Designated Public Water Growth Area.  

Approximately 0.8 miles of the Rebuild Route (or about 19% of its total length) is located within 

Bedford County. The Bedford County 2035 Comprehensive Plan supports safe, environmentally 
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sensitive, and cost-efficient delivery of reliable utility services. The Rebuild Route remains mostly 

in the existing ROW and crosses Fox Hill Road and Fox Meadows Road in an existing residential 

area. The Rebuild Route diverts from the existing centerline (less than 0.1 miles) at Fox Hill Road 

in order to minimize impacts on a historic resource (see Section 5.4) and constructability 

constraints with the current pole locations. According to the Future Land Use Map, the Project 

lies within an area designated as Residential. 

Approximately 0.5 miles of the Rebuild Route (or about 11% of its total length) is located within 

the City of Lynchburg. The City’s Comprehensive Plan 2030 includes a Public Utilities chapter 

(Chapter 13), but this section addresses only water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure 

and does not reference electric transmission facilities. The Rebuild Route mostly remains within 

the existing ROW, which follows parcel boundaries, and crosses Old Trents Ferry Road near 

existing residential areas to reach the Reusens Substation. According to the Future Land Use Plan 

(Chapter 6), the Project lies within areas designated as Low Density Residential and Resource 

Conservation (along Judith Creek). 

Members of the Siting Team met virtually with local officials from Bedford and Amherst Counties 

and the City of Lynchburg on July 21, 2025 to introduce the Project. The Siting Team explained 

that the transmission line would largely be rebuilt in the existing ROW to minimize overall 

impacts on the area, which include residential and forested areas. As such, the Rebuild Route is 

mostly within the existing ROW, which minimizes impacts on Amherst and Bedford Counties’ and 

the City of Lynchburg’s existing and future land uses. The Company will continue to coordinate 

with Amherst and Bedford Counties and the City of Lynchburg during the permitting phase of the 

Project. 

ERM identified land use and land cover (“LULC”) within the Study Area using a combination of 

local and statewide datasets and aerial photo interpretation to identify the most current uses for 

a given area (Chesapeake Bay LULC 2024). The Rebuild Route crosses mostly open lands, which 

includes the existing ROW, for approximately 34.3 acres and no agricultural lands. The Rebuild 

Route crosses an additional 14.9 acres of forested lands, 1.6 acres of water (including the James 

River), and 2.1 acres of developed lands. Abandoning the existing ROW for a new greenfield route 

is neither practical nor necessary as it would introduce greater impacts on LULC; therefore, no 

viable alternative routes were identified for the Project (Attachment B, Map 5). 

5.2.2 Conservation Easements and Lands 

Conservation easements and lands help preserve and improve water and habitat quality. In 

addition to managing lands under its jurisdiction, the VDCR helps landowners, land trusts, and 

localities by serving as a clearinghouse, keeping an inventory of protected lands, and providing 
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grants and information on easements and land protection. The agency also helps by identifying 

important open space and lands rich with plant and animal diversity. 

Using the VDCR’s Managed Conservation Lands Database, the Project team identified three 

conservation easements located in the Study Area; however, no conservation easements or open 

space easements qualifying under § 10.1-1009 – 1016 or § 10.1-1700 – 1705 of the Code are 

crossed by the Rebuild Route. The Rebuild Route uses the existing ROW where the Project is 

closest to these conservation easements, which include the Central Virginia Land Conservancy 

and Virginia Outdoors Foundation (“VOF”). No Virginia Department of Forestry (“VDOF”) 

easements were identified in the Project Study Area.  

In a response dated August 12, 2025, the VOF determined that no existing or proposed VOF open 

space easements would be impacted by the Project (see Attachment D). Where necessary, the 

Company will continue to coordinate with the relevant organizations and agencies to review 

conservation easements and lands as they occur in or near the Project area.  

5.2.3 Built Environment 

All residences within the Study Area are single-family dwellings on agriculturally-zoned or low-

density residential properties. ERM identified residences within 100 feet, 250 feet, and 500 feet 

of the Rebuild Route through field reconnaissance and review of various digital datasets, maps, 

and recent (2023) digital aerial photography. There are two existing residences within 100 feet 

of the centerline of the Rebuild Route where the existing ROW will be used. There are seven 

existing residences within 250 feet and 34 existing residences within 500 feet of the centerline 

of the Rebuild Route. Commercial and industrial areas and buildings, including office buildings, 

retail/mixed use areas, and commercial businesses, are not present near the Rebuild Route. 

There are no schools, cemeteries, or places of worship within 500 feet of the Rebuild Route. 

There are two outbuildings that appear to have encroached within the existing ROW at Monacan 

Park Road and Burgess Road. The Rebuild Route uses the existing ROW at these locations to avoid 

impacts on nearby residences located near the existing ROW. Accordingly, and subject to 

completion of final engineering and ROW negotiations, the Company will continue to coordinate 

with the affected landowners to determine if any structures will need to be removed or relocated 

to accommodate the rebuilt line. 

ERM obtained information on planned developments through publicly available data on Amherst 

and Bedford County and City of Lynchburg websites and through the initial Project introduction 

meeting. No planned developments were identified within the Project’s Study Area. 
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5.2.4 Recreational Resources 

ERM collected information on recreational resources through digital datasets and maps, recent 

(2023) digital aerial photography, publicly available information on county and city websites, and 

community input. 

There are no local public or state parks, designated wilderness areas, or game lands within 

0.25 miles of the Rebuild Route. The nearest local park, Monacan Park, is about 0.7 miles west of 

the Project and adjacent to the James River at Monacan Park Road. Given the distance to these 

resources, no impacts from the Project are anticipated.  

The Virginia Scenic Rivers Act seeks to identify, designate, and protect rivers and streams that 

possess outstanding scenic, recreational, historic, and natural characteristics of statewide 

significance for future generations. The Project crosses the James River in the existing ROW, 

however this section of the river is not a state-designated scenic river or a Blueway (as discussed 

in Section 5.5).  

5.3 Environmental Justice 

It is the Company’s long-standing practice in its route development processes to avoid or 

reasonably minimize impacts to the human environment, which includes Environmental Justice 

(“EJ”) communities (community of low-income or color) and fence line communities within the 

meaning of the Virginia Environmental Justice Act (“VEJA”) (§ 2.2-234 et seq. of the Code). VEJA 

states that "Environmental justice means the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of every 

person, regardless of race, color, national origin, income, faith, or disability, regarding the 

development, implementation, or enforcement of any environmental law, regulation, or policy”. 

The Siting Team reviewed demographic data from the American Community Survey (“ACS”) from 

the United States Census Bureau (“USCB”) and low-income community data from the Virginia 

EJScreen+ mapping program (2025). The Census Block Group (“CBG”) data is the smallest 

geographic unit for which USCB demographic data is available and was used to review the Project. 

Per the ACS data, there are six CBGs located within one mile of the centerline of the Rebuild 

Route. These six CBGs are crossed by the Rebuild Route. Five of the six CBGs exceed the threshold 

of at least one “EJ community” as defined by VEJA; however, the CBG with the greatest diversity 

of EJ Communities is not crossed by the Rebuild Route. Of these five CBGS that are crossed, two 

CBGs contain populations that identify as two or more races and one CBG contains a population 

of American Indian or Alaska Native. Two CBGs within one mile of the centerline of the Rebuild 

Route contain populations that are considered low-income populations; however, only one is 

crossed by the Rebuild Route. The results of the dataset are provided in Table 2 and the CBGs 

identified within one mile of the Rebuild Route are depicted in Attachment B, Map 7. 
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The Company performed meaningful involvement from all potentially affected groups through 

various methods to gain public input on the Project. These activities included: collecting 

landowner comments through mail, email, and voicemail messages, gathering landowner input 

on the Project at the open house, refining the Study Segments (see Section 3.0) while considering 

landowner preferences, and meeting with individual landowners throughout the siting process 

and other efforts outlined in Section 4.0. The Rebuild Route crosses EJ communities along most 

of its length, and impacts associated with construction will be temporary. The Company will 

continue to engage all affected landowners, including EJ communities as defined in the VEJA 

throughout the duration of the Project. 
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5.4 Cultural Resources 

In March 2026, ERM conducted a Pre-Application Analysis (the “Pre-App”) of cultural resources 

for the Project in accordance with VDHR's “Guidelines for Assessing Impacts of Proposed Electric 

Transmission Lines and Associated Facilities on Historic Resources in the Commonwealth of 

Virginia” (2008) and the SCC Division of Public Utility Regulation’s “Guidelines for Transmission 

Line Applications Filed Under Title 56 of the Code” (August 2017). The Pre-App is included in 

Volume 2 of the Company’s Application to the SCC. 

Background research was conducted to identify all previously recorded cultural resources 

through the review of historic documents, agency and public input, and various archives including 

the VDHR’s Virginia Cultural Resources Information System database, (“VCRIS”). In addition to 

the VCRIS, ERM collected information from the Bedford Museum and Genealogical Library 

(2026), Preservation Virginia (2026), City of Lynchburg Historic Districts and Sites (City of 

Lynchburg 2026), and Lynch’s Ferry Magazine (2026) to find locally significant resources within a 

1.0-mile radius of the Rebuild Route’s centerline. 

There are three National Register Historic Places (“NRHP”)-listed architectural sites within one 

mile of the Rebuild Route: Hope Dawn (VDHR# 009-0043); Virginia Episcopal School 

(VDHR# 118-0224); and Presbyterian Orphans Home (VDHR# 118-5240). There are two 

NRHP-eligible architectural sites within 0.5 miles of the Rebuild Route: Reusens Dam 

(VDHR# 118-0218) and CSX Railroad (VDHR# 118-5546). There is one NRHP-listed architectural 

site, the Bowling Eldridge House (VDHR# 009-5283) crossed by the Rebuild Route. Lastly, there 

are two locally significant resources crossed by the Rebuild Route, the Buckley House 

(VDHR# 118-5717) and Bethel/Salt Creek (VDHR# 005-5336). 

A field reconnaissance was conducted in January 2026 for each previously recorded historic 

resource that meets the criteria in the guidelines. Visual inspection and simulation indicated the 

intervening distance, topography, and/or vegetation limits significant or new viewshed impacts 

of the Project to these historic resources. The anticipated heights of the proposed structures 

range between 65 and 86 feet. The rebuilt structures will be approximately 20 feet taller than 

the existing structures. Given the Project will mostly be rebuilt in the existing ROW, it is 

anticipated that the Project will have no impact on five resources (009-0043, 118-0218, 118-

0224, 118-5240, and 118-5546) and no more than a minimal impact on three resources (005-

5336, 009-5283, and 118-5717). 
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5.5 Visual 

The aesthetic or scenic character of a landscape refers to the overall visual qualities that give a 

landscape its distinct and recognizable identity. Visual resources capture the features 

(e.g., topography/terrain, vegetation, waterbodies, human development), elements (forms, 

lines, colors, textures), patterns and spatial relationships, and visual composition that 

characterize and contribute to a landscape’s visual quality. Impacts on visual resources occur 

when the existing visual character of the landscape (environment) is substantially modified or 

altered by a project. The assessment of visual impacts describes existing conditions and the 

changes anticipated at full buildout of the Project through the comparison of existing 

photographs and photographic simulations of the Project at representative key observation 

points (“KOPs”). The corresponding impact significance is a function of the magnitude of changes 

in landscape characteristics and the sensitivity of primary viewer groups. 

The section of the existing Big Island – Reusens 69-kV Transmission Line between the Abert and 

Reusens Substations is comprised mostly of a series of wooden, H-frame structures that are 

routed primarily through dense forest vegetation. The existing line and ROW crosses private 

properties, local roads, and the James River. This area is characterized by rolling to steep 

topography, a broad and curving river, dense deciduous forests that are occasionally interspersed 

with low lawns, and low density development.  

There are no designated scenic rivers or scenic byways crossed by the Rebuild Route (VDCR 2024). 

Other recreational resources, as discussed in Section 5.2.4, are within the Study Area. State Route 

130 (Elon Road), a designated scenic byway, is nearly 1.5 miles east of the Project, and Monacan 

Park, an Amherst County public park, is approximately 0.7 miles west of the Project. Visibility 

from either of these recreation/tourism facilities is limited since the intervening topography and 

forest cover generally limits broad, panoramic views of the area and enclose the landscape. The 

Rebuild Route creates a series of tall, repetitive, and solid structures with definitive vertical and 

horizontal lines that are connected by thin, slightly undulating, horizontal overhead lines on the 

landscape; however, because of the hilly terrain and dense forest cover, these existing structures 

are primarily visible only where they cross public roads, open lands, and the James River. 

The Project would replace the existing wooden H-frame structures with galvanized steel 

structures that are on average approximately 20 feet taller (subject to final engineering). The 

form and lines of the proposed steel H-frame structures are expected to be similar to the existing 

structures. While there may be a slight change in color, the metallic gray of the proposed steel 

structures would primarily be analogous to the matte, light brown color of the existing structures. 

Except in three locations, the Rebuild Route is within the existing 100-foot-wide maintained 

ROW. As such, the Project minimizes new vegetative clearing and mitigates the potential for 
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substantive changes in the forms, lines, colors, and textures that characterize the existing 

vegetation. Overall, replacing the existing infrastructure with similar but new infrastructure 

primarily within the existing ROW would help decrease the potential for increased visibility and 

related changes in the visual characteristics along and in the vicinity of the route. 

Table 3 summarizes the existing visual characteristics and anticipated changes from the Rebuild 

Route at several area KOPs. Attachment E includes a figure with the KOPs and existing conditions 

photographs and photographic simulations of proposed conditions within the Project area. 

In general, the replacement of the existing transmission line and construction of the new route 

will have negligible impacts on visual resources. Construction of the new route will create visual 

disruptions (e.g., equipment, materials, additional traffic), but these changes will be temporary 

and only occur in specific locations as the route is rebuilt. Since the new structures (poles and 

conductors) will be similar to the existing route, any changes in the visual features and elements 

that characterize the area are anticipated to be minimal. Similar to the existing transmission line, 

the Rebuild Route will mostly be obscured from public view because of the area topography and 

dense forest cover. The Rebuild Route will cross several large lawn areas (similar to existing 

conditions) where it will be more visible to residents and motorists on adjacent roads. 

Additionally, occasional road crossings in dense forested areas will also continue to provide brief, 

but more expansive glimpses of the route and ROW to motorists. 
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5.6 Constructability 

Constructability is the ability to efficiently and cost effectively engineer, acquire ROW, construct, 

operate, and maintain the rebuilt transmission line. Major factors include safety, steep 

topography, access, and the ability to parallel or use existing ROWs. The Rebuild Route is largely 

within the existing ROW, minimizing constructability impacts, although more than half of its 

length crosses slopes exceeding 20%. 

Near the Abert Substation, the existing transmission line ROW is located near a Columbia Gas 

pipeline. The Rebuild Route is diverted to the south to minimize constructability constraints and 

relocate the structures away from the pipeline. The Company met with Columbia Gas in October 

2025 to discuss the Project and no concerns were noted for the southern shift. The Proposed 

Route crosses one railroad (CSX Railroad) at the James River in the existing ROW. The Company 

will continue to coordinate with Columbia Gas and CSX Railroad throughout the duration of the 

Project. 

The Rebuild Route is largely within the existing 100-foot-wide ROW and crosses local roadways 

and the James River at existing locations. The rebuilt transmission structures are mostly located 

in-line or near the existing poles to minimize new impacts. The Rebuild Route avoids new 

crossings of local roadways, except minor centerline shifts at Salt Creek Road and Fox Hill Road, 

where impacts on construction and a historic property are minimized. The Rebuild Route crosses 

nine local roads primarily at existing locations. Responses were received from Virginia 

Department of Transportation’s (“VDOT”) Bedford and Lynchburg district offices on July 31, 2025 

and August 9, 2025, respectively (see Attachment D). No active transportation or road projects 

were identified near the Project. The Company will continue to coordinate with the localities and 

VDOT during the Project’s permitting and construction phases. 
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6.0 PROPOSED ROUTE 

Based on stakeholder input and analysis, the Siting Team concluded that building within or near  

the existing ROW (the Rebuild Route) was the most suitable location. Abandoning the existing 

ROW for a new greenfield route, which would introduce new impacts, is neither practical nor 

necessary; therefore, alternative routes were not developed for the Project. Environmental 

impacts associated with the Rebuild Route would be low and generally limited to temporary 

construction related impacts, which will be mitigated with proper stormwater controls, traffic 

control, and active communication to the public. Visually, the Rebuild Route would be similar in 

size, number, and character. 

Collectively, the Siting Team determined that the Proposed Route, which includes the Rebuild 

Route, meets the goal of minimizing impacts on land use and the natural and cultural resources 

along the Project, while avoiding circuitous routes, extreme costs, and non-standard design 

requirements. 
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*Timeline subject to change. ** State Corporation Commission*Timeline subject to change. ** State Corporation Commission

Abert - Reusens Transmission
Improvements Project
Appalachian Power representatives plan to upgrade the electric transmission grid in Amherst and 
Bedford counties and the city of Lynchburg. Construction begins fall 2028 and concludes by spring 2029.

What

The project involves: 
• Rebuilding approximately 5 miles of 69-kilovolt 

(kV) transmission line in or near the existing 
right-of-way

• Associated upgrades to the Abert Substation

This project involves filing an application with the 
Virginia State Corporation Commission (SCC).

Why

Project benefits include: 
• Increasing electric reliability and 

reducing outages for area 
customers

• Replacing aging infrastructure to 
ensure safer, more efficient 
energy delivery

• Increasing line capacity to meet 
growing demand for electricity

Where

The project area includes:
• Amherst County
• Bedford County  
• City of Lynchburg 

Project Schedule* 2025 2026 2027 20292028

Project Announcement
July 2025

In-Person Open House
August 2025

Route Selection
February 2026

Virginia SCC** Filing
May 2026

Right-of-Way Communications Begin
Early 2027

Anticipated Virginia SCC Approval
Early 2027

Construction Begins
Fall 2028

In-Service Date
Spring 2029
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We value your input. Please send comments and questions to:
Nancy Miller • Project Outreach 
Apco_Outreach@aep.com • 833-760-0604

We value your input. Please send comments and questions to:
Nancy Miller • Project Outreach 
Apco_Outreach@aep.com • 833-760-0604
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Typical Structures

Crews plan to install steel H-frame and 3-pole 
structures along the line route. Primary

Structure

Typical Structure Height: 
Approximately 70-90 feet*
Typical Right-of-Way Width: 
Approximately 100 feet*

AppalachianPower.com/AbertReusens
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Attachment B: Project Maps (Maps 1 – 7) 
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Attachment C: GIS Data Sources
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919 E Main Street 

Suite 1701 

Richmond, VA 23219 

T +1 804 253 1090 

F +1 612 347 6780 

 

erm.com 

Dear [Add name]: 

Appalachian Power Company is proposing the Abert – Reusens Transmission Improvements 
Project (the Project) in Amherst and Bedford counties and the City of Lynchburg, Virginia.  

Appalachian Power Company contracted Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to conduct 
a siting study and prepare the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity application for filing 

the Project with the Virginia State Corporation Commission (SCC). 

 
The Project will address electric reliability by rebuilding aging infrastructure. The existing Big 

Island – Reusens 69 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line will be rebuilt between the Abert and Reusens 
substations (about 5 miles) in or near the existing right-of-way. Appalachian Power Company and 

ERM have identified a study area for the 69 kV transmission line to be rebuilt, as shown in 

Attachment 1.  
 

Appalachian Power Company is interested to know if your agency has any specific concerns about 

the Project. We appreciate your input and your comments will be incorporated into the filing with 
the SCC. Please distribute this notification to staff members who may be involved with this Project 

for review and comment. 
 

Should you have questions, please contact me via email at roya.smith@erm.com or by phone at 

804-783-7579. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Roya Smith 
Principal Consultant 

 

 
 

 
Enclosure:  Attachment 1: Project Study Area and Transmission Line to be Rebuilt 

Company Name 

Contact name and title 

Address 1 

Address 2 

City, State ZIP/Postcode 

DATE 

July 28, 2025 

SUBJECT 

Appalachian Power Company's Abert – Reusens 
Transmission Improvements Project in Amherst and 

Bedford Counties and the City of Lynchburg, Virginia 

REFERENCE 

0766900 

mailto:roya.smith@erm.com
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Patrick Tilley

From: Roya Smith
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2025 1:07 PM
To: Patrick Tilley
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission

Improvements

Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com
804 822 6659 (M)
804 783 7579 (T)

From: Virginia Field Office, FW5 <virginiafieldoffice@fws.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 5, 2025 2:58 PM
To: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Cc: Tim Ward <trward@aep.com>; Lionel Cruz-Cruz <lcruz-cruz@aep.com>; Tyler Q Emery <tqemery@aep.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Hi Roya,

Thank you for submitting the project titled Albert-Reusens Transmission Improvements to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service) for review.

Please note that Federal interagency consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16 USC
1536), as amended, pursuant to 50 CFR 402.13 and 402.14, is conducted between the Service and a Federal
action agency or their officially designated non-federal representative (per 50 CFR 402.08). If your intent is to
initiate Section 7 consultation for this project, please provide confirmation from the Federal action agency or
designated representative that they have reviewed your package and wish to initiate consultation with the
Service using the information provided. Section 7 consultation is not complete until the Federal action
agency or officially designated non-federal representative submits a determination of effects to this office, and
the Service concurs with their determination. This requirement can be met by identifying and copying the POC
for this project from the lead federal action agency (or NFR) on your response.

If you are only seeking technical assistance or scoping comments at this time, please follow our online review
process to prepare a project package submittal for our review. Let me know if you have any questions.  Thank
you!

You don't often get email from virginiafieldoffice@fws.gov. Learn why this is important
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Best,
Jackie

From: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2025 9:51 AM
Cc: Tim Ward <trward@aep.com>; Lionel Cruz-Cruz <lcruz-cruz@aep.com>; Tyler Q Emery <tqemery@aep.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
attachments, or responding.

Hello,

Appalachian Power Company recently announced its Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project in
Amherst and Bedford Counties and City of Lynchburg, Virginia.

The Company contracted Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to conduct a siting study and prepare the
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for filing with the Virginia State Corporation
Commission (SCC). The Project will address electric reliability by rebuilding aging 69 kV infrastructure. The existing
Big Island – Reusens 69 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line will be rebuilt between the existing Abert and Reusens
substations (about 5 miles) in or near the existing right-of-way.

Attached to this email is a project area map, and a letter with map has also been mailed to you. Appalachian
Power Company is interested to know if your agency has any specific concerns about the Project. We appreciate
your input and your comments will be incorporated into the filing with the SCC. Please distribute this notification
to staff members who may be involved with this Project for review and comment.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email at roya.smith@erm.com or by phone at
804-783-7579.

Thank you,

Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com
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Patrick Tilley

From: Roya Smith
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2025 1:08 PM
To: Patrick Tilley
Subject: FW: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements
Attachments: AEP_Abert-Reusens_Agency Attachment 1 Map_07-2025.pdf

Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com
804 822 6659 (M)
804 783 7579 (T)

From: Willson, Matthew <Willson.Matthew@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 7, 2025 2:39 PM
To: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Cc: trward@aep.com; lcruz-cruz@aep.com; tqemery@aep.com
Subject: RE: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Good Afternoon,
Thank you for your July 31, 2025 email and attachment regarding Appalachian Power Company’s Abert-Reusens
Transmission Improvements Project, in Amherst and Bedford Counties, and City of Lynchburg, Virginia. I am a
NEPA reviewer for EPA and am responding on behalf of EPA region 3. It is unclear from your letter if NEPA applies
to this project. Please explain what type of review you are asking for, under what regulatory context and when you
would like to receive feedback. In your response, please let us know if this project is subject to NEPA under 42
U.S.C. §4321.
Please note that EPA Region 3’s NEPA program has a new way to receive NEPA documents (e.g. NOI, EA, pre NEPA
technical reports) electronically to our office.
Please use R3NEPA@epa.gov to submit these types of NEPA documents to Region 3.

Thank you,

Matthew Willson
NEPA Specialist- NEPA & Technical Assistance Branch
EPA Region 3 Philadelphia, PA
Phone: 215-814-5795
Email: willson.maƩhew@epa.gov
Cube: 20630

You don't often get email from willson.matthew@epa.gov. Learn why this is important
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Please submit NEPA documents for EPA Region 3 review to R3NEPA@epa.gov

From: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2025 9:52 AM
Cc: Tim Ward <trward@aep.com>; Lionel Cruz-Cruz <lcruz-cruz@aep.com>; Tyler Q Emery <tqemery@aep.com>
Subject: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

Hello,

Appalachian Power Company recently announced its Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project in
Amherst and Bedford Counties and City of Lynchburg, Virginia.

The Company contracted Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to conduct a siting study and prepare the
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for filing with the Virginia State Corporation
Commission (SCC). The Project will address electric reliability by rebuilding aging 69 kV infrastructure. The existing
Big Island – Reusens 69 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line will be rebuilt between the existing Abert and Reusens
substations (about 5 miles) in or near the existing right-of-way.

Attached to this email is a project area map, and a letter with map has also been mailed to you. Appalachian
Power Company is interested to know if your agency has any specific concerns about the Project. We appreciate
your input and your comments will be incorporated into the filing with the SCC. Please distribute this notification
to staff members who may be involved with this Project for review and comment.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email at roya.smith@erm.com or by phone at
804-783-7579.

Thank you,

Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com

You don't often get email from roya.smith@erm.com. Learn why this is important

Caution: This email originated from outside EPA, please exercise additional caution when deciding
whether to open attachments or click on provided links.



 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
www.deq.virginia.gov 

Stefanie K. Taillon                      Michael S. Rolband, PE, PWD, PWS Emeritus 

Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources                   Director  

   

 

 

August 8, 225 

 

Roya Smith  

ERM 

Via email: roya.smith@erm.com 

 

RE:  Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements, Amherst 

and Bedford Counties and City of Lynchburg, Virginia, Scoping Response 

 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

 

This letter is in response to the scoping request for the above-referenced project.   

 

As you may know, the Department of Environmental Quality, through its Office of 

Environmental Impact Review (DEQ-OEIR), is responsible for coordinating Virginia’s review of 

environmental impacts for electric power generating projects and power line projects in 

conjunction with the licensing process of the State Corporation Commission. 

 

DOCUMENT SUBMISSIONS  

  

In order to ensure an effective coordinated review of the environmental impact analysis may be 

sent directly to OEIR.  We request that you submit one electronic to eir@deq.virginia.gov (25 

MB maximum) or make the documents available for download at a website, file transfer protocol 

(ftp) site or the VITA LFT file share system (Requires an "invitation" for access.  An invitation 

request should be sent to eir@deq.virginia.gov.).  The required “Wetlands Impact Consultation” 

can be sent directly to Michelle Henicheck at michelle.henicheck @deq.virginia.gov or at the 

address above.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW UNDER VIRGINIA CODE 56-46.1 

 

While this Office does not participate in scoping efforts beyond the advice given herein, other 

agencies are free to provide scoping comments concerning the preparation of the environmental 

impact analysis document.  Accordingly, we have coordinated your request with the following 

state agencies and those localities and Planning District Commissions, including but not limited 

to:   

 

Department of Environmental Quality: 

o DEQ Regional Office  

mailto:eir@deq.virginia.gov
mailto:eir@deq.virginia.gov
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o Air Division 

o Office of Wetlands and Stream Protection 

o Office of Local Government Programs 

o Division of Land Protection and Revitalization  

o Office of Stormwater Management 

o Office of Environmental Justice 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Department of Health 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Department of Wildlife Resources 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission 

Department of Historic Resources 

Virginia Energy 

Department of Forestry 

Department of Transportation 

 

 

DATA BASE ASSISTANCE 

 

 Below is a list of databases that may assist you in the preparation of a NEPA document:  

   

• DEQ Online Database: Virginia Environmental Geographic Information Systems  

Information on Permitted Solid Waste Management Facilities, Impaired Waters, Petroleum 

Releases, Registered Petroleum Facilities, Permitted Discharge (Virginia Pollution Discharge 

Elimination System Permits) Facilities, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Sites, 

Water Monitoring Stations, National Wetlands Inventory:  

o www.deq.virginia.gov/ConnectWithDEQ/VEGIS.aspx   

 

• DEQ Virginia Coastal Geospatial and Educational Mapping System (GEMS) 

Virginia’s coastal resource data and maps; coastal laws and policies; facts on coastal resource 

values; and direct links to collaborating agencies responsible for current data: 

o https://www.deq.virginia.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fgaia.vcu.edu%2fportal%2

fapps%2fsites%2f%23%2fgemsmaps&____isexternal=true  

 

• MARCO Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal 

The Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal is a publicly available online toolkit and resource center that 

consolidates available data and enables users to visualize and analyze ocean resources and 

human use information such as fishing grounds, recreational areas, shipping lanes, habitat areas, 

and energy sites, among others.  

o http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/visualize/#x=-

73.24&y=38.93&z=7&logo=true&controls=true&basemap=Ocean&tab=data&le

gends=false&layers=true  

 

• DHR Data Sharing System. 

Survey records in the DHR inventory: 

o www.dhr.virginia.gov/archives/data_sharing_sys.htm  

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/ConnectWithDEQ/VEGIS.aspx
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fgaia.vcu.edu%2fportal%2fapps%2fsites%2f%23%2fgemsmaps&____isexternal=true
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fgaia.vcu.edu%2fportal%2fapps%2fsites%2f%23%2fgemsmaps&____isexternal=true
http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/visualize/#x=-73.24&y=38.93&z=7&logo=true&controls=true&basemap=Ocean&tab=data&legends=false&layers=true
http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/visualize/#x=-73.24&y=38.93&z=7&logo=true&controls=true&basemap=Ocean&tab=data&legends=false&layers=true
http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/visualize/#x=-73.24&y=38.93&z=7&logo=true&controls=true&basemap=Ocean&tab=data&legends=false&layers=true
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/archives/data_sharing_sys.htm
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• DCR Natural Heritage Search 

Produces lists of resources that occur in specific counties, watersheds or physiographic regions: 

o www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/dbsearchtool.shtml  

 

• Wetland Condition Assessment Tool (WetCAT) 

o https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/water/wetlands-streams/wetcat  

 

• DWR Fish and Wildlife Information Service  

Information about Virginia's Wildlife resources: 

o http://vafwis.org/fwis/  

 

• Total Maximum Daily Loads Approved Reports 

o https://www.deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/waterqualityinformationtmdls/tmdl/

tmdldevelopment/approvedtmdlreports.aspx 

 

• Virginia Outdoors Foundation: Identify VOF-protected land 

o http://vof.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html  

 

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) Database: Superfund 

Information Systems Information on hazardous waste sites, potentially hazardous waste 

sites and remedial activities across the nation, including sites that are on the National 

Priorities List (NPL) or being considered for the NPL: 

o www.epa.gov/superfund/sites/cursites/index.htm  

 

• EPA RCRAInfo Search 

Information on hazardous waste facilities: 

o www.epa.gov/enviro/facts/rcrainfo/search.html 

 

• Total Maximum Daily Loads Approved Reports 

o https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/water/water-quality/tmdl-

development/approved-tmdls 

 

• EPA Envirofacts Database 

EPA Environmental Information, including EPA-Regulated Facilities and Toxics Release 

Inventory Reports: 

o www.epa.gov/enviro/index.html  

 

• EPA NEPAssist Database 

Facilitates the environmental review process and project planning: 

http://nepaassisttool.epa.gov/nepaassist/entry.aspx 

  

 

If you have questions about the environmental review process, please feel free to contact me. I 

hope this information is helpful to you. 

 

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/dbsearchtool.shtml
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/water/wetlands-streams/wetcat
http://vafwis.org/fwis/
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/waterqualityinformationtmdls/tmdl/tmdldevelopment/approvedtmdlreports.aspx
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/waterqualityinformationtmdls/tmdl/tmdldevelopment/approvedtmdlreports.aspx
http://vof.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/sites/cursites/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/enviro/facts/rcrainfo/search.html
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/water/water-quality/tmdl-development/approved-tmdls
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/water/water-quality/tmdl-development/approved-tmdls
http://www.epa.gov/enviro/index.html
http://nepaassisttool.epa.gov/nepaassist/entry.aspx
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Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Bettina Rayfield, Program Manager 

Environmental Impact Review and Long Range Priorities 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 

804-659-1915 

bettina.rayfield@DEQ.virginia.gov 

Central Office 

1111 E. Main Street, Suite 1400 

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

804-698-4000 

 

 

mailto:bettina.rayfield@DEQ.virginia.gov
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Patrick Tilley

From: Roya Smith
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2025 1:07 PM
To: Patrick Tilley
Subject: FW: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com
804 822 6659 (M)
804 783 7579 (T)

From: Strawderman, Nicole (DWR) <Nicole.Strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 5, 2025 9:57 AM
To: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>; trward@aep.com; lcruz-cruz@aep.com; tqemery@aep.com
Subject: RE: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting us about your project.  Due to staffing limitations, we are unable to review and provide
comments on projects that are not currently involved in one of the regulatory review processes for which we are a
formal consulting agency  (see https://www.DWR.virginia.gov/environmental-programs/).  If your project becomes
involved in one of these review processes, we will review the project at that time and provide our comments to the
requesting agency.  In advance of that, we recommend that you conduct a preliminary desktop analysis to
evaluate your project’s potential impacts upon the Commonwealth’s wildlife resources by accessing our online
information system, the Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service (VAFWIS) and using the Geographic Search
function to generate an Initial Project Assessment (IPA) report.

We recommend the following steps:

A. Access VAFWIS at this link: https://vafwis.DWR.virginia.gov/fwis/
If you are not already a VAFWIS subscriber, you should request to become one by emailing a request to
VAFWIS_support@DWR.virginia.gov.  VAFWIS Subscriptions are free of charge.  As a subscriber, one is
able to generate an IPA for the project area (project site plus a minimum 2-mile buffer) which generates a
list of imperiled wildlife and designated wildlife resources known from the project area.  You may also
access VAFWIS as a visitor, but access to data and mapping at this user level is restricted.

You don't often get email from nicole.strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov. Learn why this is important
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Alternatively, you may contact our Geographic Information Systems (GIS) staff at GIS@dwr.virginia.gov  to
request access to the Wildlife Mapping and Environmental Review Map Service (WERMS) which allows you
to download GIS data into your own system.

B. Access information about the location of northern long-eared bat, tri-colored bat and little brown bat
hibernacula, roost, and consultation range data here:
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/bats/northern-long-eared-bat-tri-colored-bat-and-little-brown-bat-
consultation-tool/

C. Access up to date information about the location and status of bald eagle nests in Virginia by accessing the
Center for Conservation Biology’s Eagle Nest Locator at https://ccbbirds.org/what-we-
do/research/species-of-concern/virginia-eagles/nest-locator/

D. Review the DWR information, guidance, and protocols available on our website at the bottom of this page
in the “Additional Resources” section and implement, as appropriate.

E. Include the results of your desktop analysis with your project documents, applications, etc.

Thank you,
Nicole

From: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2025 9:51 AM
Cc: Tim Ward <trward@aep.com>; Lionel Cruz-Cruz <lcruz-cruz@aep.com>; Tyler Q Emery <tqemery@aep.com>
Subject: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

Hello,

Appalachian Power Company recently announced its Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project in
Amherst and Bedford Counties and City of Lynchburg, Virginia.

The Company contracted Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to conduct a siting study and prepare the
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for filing with the Virginia State Corporation
Commission (SCC). The Project will address electric reliability by rebuilding aging 69 kV infrastructure. The existing
Big Island – Reusens 69 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line will be rebuilt between the existing Abert and Reusens
substations (about 5 miles) in or near the existing right-of-way.

Attached to this email is a project area map, and a letter with map has also been mailed to you. Appalachian
Power Company is interested to know if your agency has any specific concerns about the Project. We appreciate
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your input and your comments will be incorporated into the filing with the SCC. Please distribute this notification
to staff members who may be involved with this Project for review and comment.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email at roya.smith@erm.com or by phone at
804-783-7579.

Thank you,

Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com

This e-mail and any attachments may contain proprietary, confidential and/or privileged information. No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any
transmission errors. This communication is intended solely for the intended recipient, and if you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender
immediately, delete it from your system and do not copy, distribute, disclose, or otherwise act upon any part of this email communication or its attachments. To find
out how the ERM Group manages personal data please review our Privacy Policy
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Patrick Tilley

From: Roya Smith
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2025 1:06 PM
To: Patrick Tilley
Subject: FW: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com
804 822 6659 (M)
804 783 7579 (T)

From: Fletcher, Timothy (DEQ) <Timothy.Fletcher@deq.virginia.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2025 12:52 PM
To: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Subject: Re: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Roya,

I've asked staff that will most likely be involved in this project and we do not have any comments. Thank
you for the chance to review.

Tim Fletcher

Stormwater/VWP/MS4 Program Manager

Blue Ridge Regional Office

Virginia Dept. of Environmental
Quality

901 Russell Dr., Salem, VA 24153
Cell: 540.524.0665

From: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2025 9:51 AM
Cc: Tim Ward <trward@aep.com>; Lionel Cruz-Cruz <lcruz-cruz@aep.com>; Tyler Q Emery <tqemery@aep.com>
Subject: Appalachian Power Company - Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements
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Hello,

Appalachian Power Company recently announced its Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project in
Amherst and Bedford Counties and City of Lynchburg, Virginia.

The Company contracted Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to conduct a siting study and prepare the
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for filing with the Virginia State Corporation
Commission (SCC). The Project will address electric reliability by rebuilding aging 69 kV infrastructure. The existing
Big Island – Reusens 69 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line will be rebuilt between the existing Abert and Reusens
substations (about 5 miles) in or near the existing right-of-way.

Attached to this email is a project area map, and a letter with map has also been mailed to you. Appalachian
Power Company is interested to know if your agency has any specific concerns about the Project. We appreciate
your input and your comments will be incorporated into the filing with the SCC. Please distribute this notification
to staff members who may be involved with this Project for review and comment.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email at roya.smith@erm.com or by phone at
804-783-7579.

Thank you,

Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com

This e-mail and any attachments may contain proprietary, confidential and/or privileged information. No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any
transmission errors. This communication is intended solely for the intended recipient, and if you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender
immediately, delete it from your system and do not copy, distribute, disclose, or otherwise act upon any part of this email communication or its attachments. To find
out how the ERM Group manages personal data please review our Privacy Policy

CAUTION: This Email originated from OUTSIDE of the COV. Do not open attachments or click links
unless this email comes from a known sender and you know the content is safe..
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Patrick Tilley

From: ImpactReview <impactreview@vof.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2025 12:21 PM
To: Roya Smith; ImpactReview; Fulcher, Valerie (DEQ)
Cc: Patrick Tilley; Martha Little
Subject: RE: NEW SCOPING Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Hi Roya,

The Virginia Outdoors Foundation has reviewed the project referenced below. As of August 12, 2025, it appears that this
project will not encroach on any existing nor proposed VOF open-space easements.

Please contact VOF again for further review if the project area changes or if this project does not begin within 24
months. Thank you for considering conservation easements.

Best,
Baron

Baron Lin
GIS Specialist
Virginia Outdoors FoundaƟon
cell: 540-935-3163
other work #: 844-863-9800, ext. 355
email: blin@vof.org

From: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2025 10:35 AM
To: ImpactReview <impactreview@vof.org>; Fulcher, Valerie (DEQ) <Valerie.Fulcher@deq.virginia.gov>
Cc: Patrick Tilley <patrick.tilley@erm.com>
Subject: RE: NEW SCOPING Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project

Alert: This email originated from outside VOF
Hi Baron,

Thanks for reaching back out. I was out last week and still catching up!

Please see the attached KMZ. Could you also provide feedback on any planned/potential easements in or near the
Project?

Thank you for your time and please let me know if there’s anything else I can provide for your initial review.

You don't often get email from impactreview@vof.org. Learn why this is important
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Roya Smith
Principal Consultant
She/Her/Hers

Richmond erm.com
804 822 6659 (M)
804 783 7579 (T)

From: ImpactReview <impactreview@vof.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2025 8:20 AM
To: Fulcher, Valerie (DEQ) <Valerie.Fulcher@deq.virginia.gov>; Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Subject: RE: NEW SCOPING Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Hi Roya,

Could you please share any GIS data regarding this project? Any geodatabases/shapefiles, etc will help us with our
review.

Thanks,
Baron

Baron Lin
GIS Specialist
Virginia Outdoors FoundaƟon
cell: 540-935-3163
other work #: 844-863-9800, ext. 355
email: blin@vof.org

From: Fulcher, Valerie (DEQ) <Valerie.Fulcher@deq.virginia.gov>
Sent: Friday, August 8, 2025 1:44 PM
To: Harlow, Kevin (DEQ) <Kevin.Harlow@deq.virginia.gov>; jsbryant@countyofamherst.com;
rhiss@bedfordcountyva.gov; Wynter C. Benda <wynter.benda@lynchburgva.gov>; Alec Brener
<alec.brebner@cvpdc.org>; dgif-ESS Projects (DWR) <ESSProjects@dwr.virginia.gov>; Tignor, Keith (VDACS)
<Keith.Tignor@vdacs.virginia.gov>; DCR-PRR Environmental Review (DCR) <envreview@dcr.virginia.gov>; odwreview
(VDH) <odwreview@vdh.virginia.gov>; Churchill, Nikolas (DEQ) <Nikolas.Churchill@deq.virginia.gov>; Lovain, Ava (DEQ)
<Anna.Lovain@deq.virginia.gov>; Frantz, Allyson (DEQ) <Allyson.B.Frantz@deq.virginia.gov>; Angueira, Antony (DEQ)
<Antony.Angueira@deq.virginia.gov>; Heller, Matthew (Energy) <matt.heller@energy.virginia.gov>; ImpactReview
<impactreview@vof.org>; Folks, Clint (DOF) <Clint.Folks@dof.virginia.gov>; EIR Coordination (VDOT)
<EIR.Coordination@vdot.virginia.gov>; Henicheck, Michelle (DEQ) <Michelle.Henicheck@deq.virginia.gov>
Cc: roya.smith@erm.com
Subject: NEW SCOPING Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project

Alert: This email originated from outside VOF

Good afternoon—attached is a request for scoping comments on the following:

You don't often get email from impactreview@vof.org. Learn why this is important
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Appalachian Power Company’s Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project in
Amherst and Bedford Counties and the City of Lynchburg (Ref. # 0766900)

If you choose to make comments, please send them directly to the project sponsor
(roya.smith@erm.com).  DEQ-OEIR will coordinate a review when the environmental document is
completed.

DEQ-OEIR’s scoping response is also attached.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please email our office at eir@deq.virginia.gov.

Valerie

Valerie A. Fulcher, CAP, OM, Admin/Data Coordinator Senior
Department of Environmental Quality
Environmental Enhancement - Office of Environmental Impact Review
1111 East Main Street
Richmond, VA 23219
PHONE NUMBER: 804-659-1550
Email: Valerie.Fulcher@deq.virginia.gov
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/permits-regulations/environmental-impact-review

For program updates and public notices please subscribe to the Environmental Impact Review Public
Notices Bulletin: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VADEQ/subscriber/new

This e-mail and any attachments may contain proprietary, confidential and/or privileged information. No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any
transmission errors. This communication is intended solely for the intended recipient, and if you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender
immediately, delete it from your system and do not copy, distribute, disclose, or otherwise act upon any part of this email communication or its attachments. To find
out how the ERM Group manages personal data please review our Privacy Policy



August 20, 2025

ERM
Attn: Roya Smith
919 E Main Street, Suite 1701
Richmond, VA 23219

Re: Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project,
Scoping Comment

Dear Ms. Smith:

This will respond to the request for comments regarding the Scoping Comment for the Abert-Reusens
Transmission Improvements Project, prepared by ERM, on behalf of Appalachian Power Company.
Specifically, the Appalachian Power Company has proposed to rebuild approximately 5-miles of aging
electrical distribution infrastructure in Amherst and Bedford Counties and the City of Lynchburg,
Virginia. 

We reviewed the provided project documents and found the proposed project is within the
jurisdictional areas of the Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) and will require a permit
from this agency for encroachments over State-owned submerged lands. 

Please be advised that the VMRC, pursuant to §28.2-1200 et seq of the Code of Virginia, has
jurisdiction over encroachments in, on, or over the beds of the bays, ocean, rivers, streams, or creeks
which are the property of the Commonwealth. Accordingly, if any portion of the subject project
involves any encroachments channelward of ordinary high water along non-tidal, natural rivers and
streams with a drainage area greater than 5-square miles, a permit may be required from our agency or
the Department of Environmental Quality. Any jurisdictional impacts will be reviewed by the VMRC
during the JPA process. 

Please contact me at (757) 247-8032 or by email at kylie.harris@mrc.virginia.gov if you have any
questions. Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely,

Kylie Harris
Environmental Engineer, Habitat Management
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Patrick Tilley

From: Roya Smith
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 6:40 PM
To: Patrick Tilley
Subject: Fw: NEW SCOPING Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project

From: Warren, Arlene (VDH) <Arlene.Warren@vdh.virginia.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 3:23:07 PM
To: Roya Smith <roya.smith@erm.com>
Subject: RE: NEW SCOPING Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Project: N/A
Project Name: SCOPING Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project
UPC #: N/A
Location: Amherst & Bedford Counties & City of Lynchburg

VDH – Office of Drinking Water has reviewed the above project.  Below are our comments as they relate to proximity to
public drinking water sources (groundwater wells, springs and surface water intakes). Potential impacts to public water
distribution systems or sanitary sewage collection systems must be verified by the local utility.

There are no public groundwater wells within a 1-mile radius of the project site.

The following surface water intakes are located within a 5-mile radius of the project site:
PWS ID
Number System Name Facility Name
5680200 LYNCHBURG, CITY OF JAMES RIVER-ABERT
5680200 LYNCHBURG, CITY OF ABERT COMBINED INTAKE - SAMPLING
5680200 LYNCHBURG, CITY OF COLLEGE HILL COMBINED INTAKE - SAMPLING
5680200 LYNCHBURG, CITY OF JAMES RIVER-COLLEGE HILL
5019250 EAGLE EYRIE BAPTIST CONFERENCE CENTER INTAKE - FLEMING MT RESERVOIR
5009250 AMHERST CO SERVICE AUTHORITY (ACSA) GRAHAM CREEK IMPOUNDMENT
5009250 AMHERST CO SERVICE AUTHORITY (ACSA) HARRIS CREEK AUX INTAKE

The project is within the watershed of the following public surface water sources (facilities where the project falls within
5-miles of the intake and is within the intake’s watershed are formatted in bold):

PWS ID
Number System Name Facility Name
5680200 LYNCHBURG, CITY OF JAMES RIVER-ABERT
5680200 LYNCHBURG, CITY OF JAMES RIVER-COLLEGE HILL
5680200 LYNCHBURG, CITY OF JAMES RIVER-ABERT

You don't often get email from arlene.warren@vdh.virginia.gov. Learn why this is important
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5680200 LYNCHBURG, CITY OF JAMES RIVER-COLLEGE HILL

Best Management Practices should be employed, including Erosion & Sedimentation Controls and Spill Prevention
Controls & Countermeasures on the project site.

Materials should be managed while on site and during transport to prevent impacts to nearby surface water.

The Virginia Department of Health – Office of Drinking Water appreciates the opportunity to provide comments. If you have any
questions, please let me know.

Best Regards,

Arlene F. Warren
GIS Program Support Technician
Mobile 804-389-2167 (office/cell/text)
Email arlene.warren@vdh.virginia.gov
VDH, Office of Drinking Water
109 Governor Street, 6th Floor
Richmond, VA 23219

From: Fulcher, Valerie (DEQ) <Valerie.Fulcher@deq.virginia.gov>
Sent: Friday, August 8, 2025 1:44 PM
To: Harlow, Kevin (DEQ) <Kevin.Harlow@deq.virginia.gov>; jsbryant@countyofamherst.com;
rhiss@bedfordcountyva.gov; Wynter C. Benda <wynter.benda@lynchburgva.gov>; Alec Brener
<alec.brebner@cvpdc.org>; dgif-ESS Projects (DWR) <ESSProjects@dwr.virginia.gov>; Tignor, Keith (VDACS)
<Keith.Tignor@vdacs.virginia.gov>; DCR-PRR Environmental Review (DCR) <envreview@dcr.virginia.gov>; odwreview
(VDH) <odwreview@vdh.virginia.gov>; Churchill, Nikolas (DEQ) <Nikolas.Churchill@deq.virginia.gov>; Lovain, Ava (DEQ)
<Anna.Lovain@deq.virginia.gov>; Frantz, Allyson (DEQ) <Allyson.B.Frantz@deq.virginia.gov>; Angueira, Antony (DEQ)
<Antony.Angueira@deq.virginia.gov>; Heller, Matthew (Energy) <matt.heller@energy.virginia.gov>; ImpactReview
<impactreview@vof.org>; Folks, Clint (DOF) <Clint.Folks@dof.virginia.gov>; EIR Coordination (VDOT)
<EIR.Coordination@vdot.virginia.gov>; Henicheck, Michelle (DEQ) <Michelle.Henicheck@deq.virginia.gov>
Cc: roya.smith@erm.com
Subject: NEW SCOPING Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project

Good afternoon—attached is a request for scoping comments on the following:

Appalachian Power Company’s Abert-Reusens Transmission Improvements Project in
Amherst and Bedford Counties and the City of Lynchburg (Ref. # 0766900)
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If you choose to make comments, please send them directly to the project sponsor
(roya.smith@erm.com).  DEQ-OEIR will coordinate a review when the environmental document is
completed.

DEQ-OEIR’s scoping response is also attached.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please email our office at eir@deq.virginia.gov.

Valerie

Valerie A. Fulcher, CAP, OM, Admin/Data Coordinator Senior
Department of Environmental Quality
Environmental Enhancement - Office of Environmental Impact Review
1111 East Main Street
Richmond, VA 23219
PHONE NUMBER: 804-659-1550
Email: Valerie.Fulcher@deq.virginia.gov
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/permits-regulations/environmental-impact-review

For program updates and public notices please subscribe to the Environmental Impact Review Public
Notices Bulletin: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VADEQ/subscriber/new
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Attachment E: Visual Simulations 
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